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an opportunity of making an autopsy, and found wide¬ 
spread meningitis of the parietal convexity and soften¬ 
ing beneath it. Of course, that was not a case of the 
character shown to-night, but ilr was an instance of 
organic disease in which the spasms were brought on by 
voluntary effort or by thinking of effort. It is probable 
that, in most of these cases, a want of cerebral inhibitory 
power has much to do with the occurrence of these 
movements. 

Dr. Francis X. Dercum.— It seems to me that the 
symptoms in the case shown are in one sense spinal. 
They certainly resemble those seen in lateral sclerosis, 
although it is probable that the withdrawal of the func¬ 
tion of the centres controlling the movements of the 
legs has much to do with the occurrence of the intense 
spasm. 

It further seems to me that by using his canes in the 
peculiar manner that he does, the man may gain that 
sense of security which a child feels when crawling on 
all-fours. When he feels the floor, the centres supplying 
the legs are re-enforced, as it were. The case is doubt¬ 
less a mixture of cerebral and spinal phenomena. 


§5oflfc glcwievus. 


Treatise on Gynaecology —Medical and Surgical. By S. 

Pozzi, M.D. Translated under the supervision of Brooks 
H. Wells, M.D. Illustrated. New York : Wm. Wood & Co. 

The work is of large size and in two volumes. The original is a 
standard work abroad, and in its translated form, with additions, it is 
safe to conclude that it will be a favorite work in its branch of medicine 
here. It is thought highly of by a number of the reviewer’s friends, 
and the reviewer himself feels kindly disposed and recommends it to 
the readers of the Journal- The editor of this volume, in his preface, 
tells the story of the book and gives his idea of its value : 

“The treatise here given to English readers is undoubtedly the best 
work on Gynaecology which has appeared for many years in any lan¬ 
guage- 

“The cosmopolitan spirit of its author shown in his exhaustive 
research and judicious appreciation of the work of other nations, to¬ 
gether with his keen and mature judgment in utilizing the material 
from his own rich field, make it a clear and reliable guide to the most 
advanced and best practice in this specialty.’’ 

This is in most part true, except as to the thoroughness of treat¬ 
ment of each subject dealt with. The translation is conscientious, the 
plates fair, and the make-up generally satisfactory. The editor has 
added some rather showy colored lithographs, which undoubtedly serve 
more a commercial purpose than a scientific one. 
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From a neurological standpoint there is nothing new or anything 
to criticise. It is certainly, however, a valuable book of reference. 

The Principles and Practice of Medicine, Designed for 
the Use §f Practitioners and Students of Medicine. By 
William Osier, M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of Phy¬ 
sicians, London; Professor of Medicine in the Johns 
Hopkins University and Physician-in-Chief to the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore. 1,079 pages. Sold only by 
Subscription. New York ; D. Appleton & Co., Publishers, 
New York. 

One would imagine works on Practice of Medicine were at a dis¬ 
count and that the field had been pretty well gone over and that little 
were the need for the busy practitioner and student to encumber his 
library with another. When Striimpell’s admirable work was trans¬ 
lated and published in this country, much appeared in its pages that 
was commendatory. New ideas, conciseness, and clear pen-drawn diag¬ 
nostic pictures, pronounced it at once the best; and it was declared a 
necessary disiduratum to the beginner or the active student in medi¬ 
cine. 

The work here considered is an American production and a monu¬ 
ment to American research. A finished outgrowth of the brains of one 
of the ablest physicians of this or any otlier country, and a fitting 
tribute to his persevering, discriminating, and careful study. Dr. 
Osier’s book is a safe guide to follow in precepts of practice. IT is crisp, 
dogmatic, sheared of uncertainties, and devoid of ambiguities. Where he 
is positive, little need be feared of errors due to his blind acceptance of 
others’ opinions. All matter has been sifted, tested, and where a 
doubted question still remains unproven, he marks the place, and says 
“alack a day.” It is certainly an enviable work for clearness in all 
departments on which it treats. It would tarnish this so far best text¬ 
book on practice, to quibble on minor points of difference to one’s 
opinions. While giving the full expression to his own individuality, 
his modesty always appears in the courage to side by side express 
others’ opinions that perhaps might be as safe a guide to follow. 

Therapeutics are not juggled into incomprehensible, uncertain 
paths with no signboard to point to a safe termination. His confidence 
in drugs is limited and his directions in the use of those he recom¬ 
mends are positive. 

The eighth section of this work is devoted to the diseases ot the 
Nervous System, and it is most fitting that we should more particularly 
speak of this. It comprises 219 pages, and when we take into consid¬ 
eration that these 219 pages are a digest of diseases without being ham¬ 
pered in volume by dissertation on Anatomy, Physiology, Histology, 
and profuse illustrations, the conviction is, that as much of this valuable 
volume is given this subject as well could be. It is of interest to 
emphasize that brevity in the treatment of the subject is not at the 
sacrifice of any important details. The digest is finished, little is lack¬ 
ing to aid the reader to obtain a full and comprehensive picture of the 
various diseases of the nervous system. This part of the work was 
perused with interest by the reviewer. For the nonce he lays the book 
down, convinced that it will often be to him a valued mentor. 

Messrs. Appleton & Co. may well take a more than pardonable 
pride in presenting this ideal text-book to the profession. Though we 
cannot help regret the specializing the fact: “Sold only by subscrip¬ 
tion. ” Books like this deserve a broad field and possibilities of owner¬ 
ship. 



